What is American Sign Language (ASL)?

American Sign Language (ASL) is a fully developed, natural language with its own unique
grammar, syntax, vocabulary, and cultural heritage. It is not derived from English nor a
simplified version of it.

e Distinct from English: ASL is typically not used simultaneously with spoken English,
though some Hard of Hearing individuals may use simultaneous communication
(sim-com), which combines sign language and speech.

e Evolving language: Like all languages, ASL evolves over time to meet the needs of its
users.

e Primary language for many Deaf Americans: For many Deaf individuals, ASL is their
first language, and English is often a second language.

Key Points:

e Not universal: ASL is specific to the United States and parts of Canada. Other countries
have their own sign languages, just as each country has its own spoken language

e Cultural significance: ASL is not only a language but an integral part of the Deaf
community’s culture and identity.

e One of several communication options: ASL is one of the main communication
methods for Deaf individuals, though other methods like lip-reading or writing are also
used.
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