
Deaf Interpreters (DIs) & Certified Deaf Interpreters (CDIs) 

What Is a Deaf Interpreter? 

A Deaf Interpreter (DI) is a Deaf or hard-of-hearing professional who is trained to facilitate 
communication between Deaf individuals and others. Deaf Interpreters are especially skilled at 
working with Deaf individuals who: 

●​ Are DeafBlind 

 

●​ Use non-standard ASL, home signs, or gestures 

 

●​ Have limited language proficiency 

 

●​ Use a mix of signed and non-signed communication modes 

 

●​ Are from diverse cultural or linguistic backgrounds​
 

Deaf Interpreters often work in tandem with a hearing interpreter, especially when interpreting 
from spoken English. In some cases, they may work independently, depending on the 
communication needs. 

Why Use a Deaf Interpreter? 

●​ Many Deaf individuals use ASL as their first language, and English as a second 
language. 

 

●​ A Deaf Interpreter may have a deeper cultural and linguistic understanding of the 
Deaf community, allowing for more accurate and accessible interpretation. 

 

●​ DIs and CDIs are particularly effective in complex communication situations, such as 
legal, mental health, or crisis settings. 



DI vs. CDI: What’s the Difference? 

●​ DI (Deaf Interpreter): A trained Deaf interpreter who may or may not hold national 
certification. 

 

●​ CDI (Certified Deaf Interpreter): A Deaf interpreter who has received national 
certification through the Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf (RID).​
 

Both DIs and CDIs must: 

●​ Adhere to the RID Code of Professional Conduct (CPC) 

 

●​ Maintain confidentiality, impartiality, and professional boundaries 

 

●​ Commit to ongoing professional development 

Note: While all CDIs are registered with RID, not all DIs are certified, but many still work 
professionally based on skill, training, and experience. 
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