
Assistive Devices for the Deaf Community 

What Are Assistive Devices? 

Assistive devices are specialized equipment designed to alert individuals who are Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing to sounds that might typically be missed. These devices help provide alerts for 
a variety of everyday and emergency situations. 

Commonly Missed Sounds: 

●​ Phone ringing 

 

●​ Doorbell 

 

●​ Alarm clock 

 

●​ Watch alarm 

 

●​ Knocking on the door 

 

●​ Oven/Microwave timers 

 

●​ Fire alarms 

 

●​ Baby crying 

 

 



How Do Assistive Devices Alert Me to the Noise? 

Assistive devices use the following methods to alert individuals: 

●​ Vibration: Vibrating mechanisms can be placed under pillows, beds, or worn as 
wearable devices to alert users to sounds. 

 

●​ Flashing lights: Visual signals, such as strobe lights or blinking lights, are used to catch 
attention. 

Examples of Assistive Devices: 

●​ Alarm Clocks: Clocks that vibrate or use flashing lights to wake individuals. 

 

●​ Telephone Signalers: Alerts for when the phone is ringing, often using vibration or light 
signals. 

 

●​ Fire and/or Carbon Monoxide Alarms: These alarms provide a visual and/or vibrating 
alert to ensure safety. 

 

●​ Door Signalers: Devices that flash lights or vibrate when someone is at the door. 

 

●​ Weather Alert Radios: Equipped with a strobe light, bed shaker, and/or text display to 
describe emergency weather conditions. 

 

 

Examples of Use with Emergency Vehicles: 

●​ Rumbler: Emergency vehicles, such as ambulances or fire trucks, are equipped with 
vibration systems that send out vibrations to alert drivers of their presence. This helps 
to notify Deaf or Hard of Hearing individuals of emergency vehicles nearby. 
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